ITALY FIOM-CGIL PROPOSES OWN INITIATIVE BILL ON UNION DEMOCRACY

After the separate agreement signed in Italy for the National contract by FIM and UILM,  the FIOM-CGIL is going to start in February a campaign to gather signatures (500.000) to be able to introduce to Italian Parliament its own initiative bill on union democracy.

The bill is composed by 5 articles. 

The bill provide for the creation of RSU (Unitary Trade union representatives) in all productive units also under 15 employees (the bill provide how many representatives according to the number of employees). The RSU will have in charge of negotiating with company collective agreements in all productive units.

The bill also provide that to be deemed representative at national level, the organisations have to represent over 5% of a sectors’ workers.

In fact in the bill there is the porposal to certify union representativeness as a result of the average between the percentage of members and the results of RSU elections.

The National Contract to be valid have to be signed by unions representing at least 40% of workers.

Finally, a mandatory validation referendum is required for permanent validation with the approval of the absolute majority of workers.

Regarding the separate agreement  signed by FIM and UILM, FIOM-CGIL considers that the it is still in force and will expire in 2011 since all the signatories didn’t’ terminate this agreement.

FIOM-CGIL wrote last week to all the sectors’ companies announcing that if they will choose the separate areement, it would go to a judge.

The first legal actions will be engaged next month.
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