Report from Yiannis Stefanopoulos, President of POEM on the situation in Greece, May 2010
The new measures that the Greek Government announced on Sunday 2 May are a “jump to the gap” for the working class of our country. It is about measures that concern a work without rights without retirement for the older people.
The European Commission, the International Monetary Fund and the European Central Bank required the abolishment of any kind of Social State in order to loan our country with a low rate of interest. Unfortunately the Government yielded and thus Greece is the first experiment in Europe.
These measures hit all the workers both in public and in private sector: 

· The cuts in wages and retirements are too heavy

· The taxes are destructive. In a period of 2 months, the VAT has been increased from 19% to 23%
· The expenses of the Social State (health-education) are reduced

· The price of electricity is increased and the petroleum tax has been doubled
· The lower wage is reduced from 740 euro per month (gross salaries) to 560 euro (gross salaries)

· The percentage of allowed dismissals by the private sector is increased from 2% to 4%

· The compensation of dismissals is reduced by up to 80%

· The overtime cost is reduced up to 50%

· The Collective Labour Agreements are abolished
· The pensioners who receive 500 or 600 euro per month are going to loose up to 1000 euro per year
· Full flexibility of the labour market – abolishment of  8 hours’ work day
· The lowest limits of retirements are increased by 3 years
· In the public sector the wages are reduced up to 20%
These are some of the measures against the people  that the “Socialist Government” of our country has adopted to get the approval of the loan by the European Commission and the IMF.
These measures are socially unjust.

They don’t have our consensus.

We disagree – We react – We strike!

On Wednesday 5th of May a large general strike is going to take place all over Greece.

On 28 April the Greek metalworkers had a general strike all over Greece after the decision of POEM.

These measures sink our country to recession, increase unemployment, and enlarge poverty and degradation. They also show off an additional tragic phenomenon: except of the angry unemployed that pay the crisis – although they are not responsible – in our country there are thousands of economic immigrants that turn come to despair and are the easy “target” because they are considered one more “threat”. 
In times of crisis strong phenomena of fascism, xenophobia and racism are emerged.

Today, the Greek workers rely on their own struggle.

Current wages of the metalworkers in the metal industries because many European news papers consider us as the “elit” of Europe.

The tables refer to gross salaries and include the contributions for social security and taxes:

Experience                                 Basic day wage (euros)

	0 – 3 years
	35,87

	3 – 6 years
	37,66

	6 – 9 years
	39,45

	9 – 12 years
	41,25

	12-15 years
	43,04

	15-18 years
	44,83

	18 – 21 years
	46,63

	Over 21 years
	48,42


