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Conclusion of pay round in metalworking crafts´ sector
In the evening on 12 November 2008 the Austrian Metalworking-Textiles-Food Workers´ Union (GMTN) signed a new pay agreement with the employers of the metalworking crafts enterprises, covering about 90.000 blue collar workers and over 23.000 apprentices in more than 15.500 enterprises of the sector. Our negotiating team had presented its demands to the employers on 3 October 2008 and negotiations could be already concluded after the first negotiating meeting.
Provisions of the new agreement:

· Increase in collectively agreed minimum wages by 3,8%

· The new gross minimum wage will thus amount to 1.453,03€

· Increase in effectively paid wages by 3,6%

· Additional one-off payment of 80€ (will be paid along the with the additional monthly pay- the so called Christmas bonus- till 31.12.2008 at latest)

· Apprentices´ remunerations will rise by 3,8 %

· For apprentices an additional one-off payment of 40€ will fall due which will also paid out along with the additional monthly pay –the so called Christmas bonus- till 31.12.2008 at latest)

· All allowances, additional payments will increase by 3,6%

· The new collective agreement will enter in force on 1 January 2009;

· With regard to legal framework improvements, the mileage allowance per driven km will rise on the basis of statutory mileage allowance rates ( till 31 December 2008)

· As of 1 January 2009 the following mileage rates will apply:


Up to a limit of 10.000 km



0,420 €


Between 10.001 to 15.000 km


0,408 €


Between 15.001 km to 20.000     


0,395 €


Over 20.0001 km




0,375 €

All federal guilds have already consented to apply the new agreement. 

Positive response:

Erich Foglar, Chairman of the GMTN, emphasised that pay increases well ahead the projected inflation rate plus one-off payments could be achieved under the new deal. As a result, workers´ purchasing power will be secured and internal demand in the current period of economic downturn stimulated. For the first time ever, workers of the sector will receive additional one-off payments.
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