OVERVIEW ON THE ITALIAN SITUATION

The crisis has a big effect on the italian industrial structure especially the metalworker sector The social security institute gave the last data:

23 millions of hours of Cassa integrazione (chomage partiel) in the month of February 2009 with an increase of the 430% compared to the same period of last year.

This amount of Cassa integrazione is like 150.000 metalworkers who don’t’ work. But the metalworkers affected are more than 200.000 as the work stoppage is on rotation and normally concerns a period of 2 or 3 weeks.

If we look only to the ordinary Cassa Integrazione which is the real index of the crisis involving in Italy all the secotrs (automotive, steel, house appliances, etc) the increase is more than 1.048% compared to February 2008.

From November 2008 and February 2009, only in the metalworker sector we had 67 millions of Cassa integrazione with hundreds of thousands workers involved.

Always the National pubblic social security institue declared that in the months of January and Febrary 370.000 workers lost their job. 

We evaluated that from October to the end of the year 250.000 precarious workers lost their job as they don’t have any Cassa integrazione system.

(the cassa integrazione system provide about the 60% of the wage for 12 months. It used to be 80% but the first Berlusconis’ government reduced it to 60% putting also the maximum amount in 750E net per month and 900E according to the amount of salary)

Collective bargaining:

In this situation our collective bargaining is focused to keep the jobs and increase the wages, so we are negotianting:

1) the blokage of dismissals

2) the use of Cassa integrazione in rotation by the workers

3) blokage of dismissals of precariuos workers

4) extension of the period (till 18 months)

5) integration up to 80% of wages and all the benefits

6) Anticipation by the employers’ of the amount of Cassa integrazione

7) Solidarity contracts (reduction of working time with a minimum loss of money for all workers in the company to keep all the workforce)

Meantime we continue to have our collective bargaining round in the companies not affected by crisis or by Cassa integrazione or by dismissals, as we don’t accept the criteria to use the crisis to reduce the workers rights (reduction of wages or increase of w.t. or productivity).

We signed some important agreements.

We also asked government in the tripartite table to:

Increase till 80% the amount of Cassa Integrazione

To extent till 18 months the period

To enlarge the system also to the precarious workers

We hadnt’ any answer and results on that. The situation on the tripartite table is difficult because the relationship among the unions after the separate agreement that CISL and UIL signed and because Berlusconis’ government is Berlusconis’government.

CGIL is going to prepare a huge demonstration in Rome saturday 4th of April.
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